
Grant application criteria

The Sedbury Trust awards grants for activities, equipment and facilities that are of benefit to:
· children and young people (under 21 years old) classed as children in care, or with disabilities
· groups or individuals resident in Gloucestershire

We work closely with Gloucestershire County Council and local services.  In most cases (particularly for individual grants) we expect a completed supporting statement from a Social Worker, Support Worker, Head Teacher, therapeutic or medical professional.

Trustees look favourably on activities which:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
· Make Gloucestershire a better place to live for our target beneficiaries
· Encourage self-help and resilience
· Develop realistic and sustainable plans
· Deliver strategic solutions 
· Bring positive change and measurable impact

Our Criteria for Awarding Grants
In theory we will consider any application for work that benefits the individuals and groups above.  We can award funding to individuals and organisations meeting our aims and funding criteria.  

We support small and medium organisations in Gloucestershire, funding new or existing work. Occasionally, we will consider supporting organisations operating beyond Gloucestershire if it can be shown that our grant benefits children in young people in the Gloucestershire area. 

We also award grants to benefit individuals and individual families, though these tend to be for smaller amounts.

We will not fund general running costs of organisations or groups, but we might consider doing so for a small local group or organisation if they are able to show that those costs relate directly to their work on the ground.  We do not want to encourage the creation of ‘artificial projects’ in an effort to obtain our funding.

There are a very few categories that we will not consider:
· Religious and Political causes
· General fundraising appeals
· Sponsorship of individuals
· Medical Research
· Activities that are already underway, or facilities / equipment already purchased
· Activities that are the responsibility of public or statutory sources

If we receive more applications than we can fund, funding can still be refused despite meeting our criteria. If you have been refused funding from the Foundation, allow at least 12 months from a decision being made before re-applying to us.

Grant Amount

Grants range from £100 up to £100,000. The majority of grants to individuals fall between £100-£1,000, with larger grants being considered for organisations. Grants are normally for a single year, but we can consider a limited number of grants spread over the life of multi-year projects.  In special cases, we can also consider larger grants to a project of major importance to Gloucestershire.

For multi-year grants, or grants over £10,000: These are only available to organisations.  Following your application the Trustees might want to request additional information or meet with you to discuss your proposal.  The type of additional information that Trustees might request for a large grant could include things that will help us to further assess the impact, feasibility and sustainability of the work, for example: an organisation’s accounts, a financial plan for the works and their sustainment, proof of insurance.  We will want to discuss whether payments should be made in instalments, and how we can measure the impact of the work.

When to apply

You can submit an application any time.  For large or complex grants the Trustees may get in touch to invite you to meet with them, or to seek further information.

The Trustees meet every three months to assess applications and agree awards.  Please allow 3-4 months from submitting your application for a funding decision to be reached. Complex applications can take longer, for example if a new project is launching, or we are one of a number of potential funders being approached and income has yet to be committed.

How to apply

On the Trust’s application form only, no more than 4 sides of A4.  An application form can be downloaded from our website: www.thesedburytrust.org.  Or by contacting our Administrator, email: sedburytrust.org@gmail.com

If you wish to telephone us for further information or guidance prior to submitting an application, we are happy to discuss in advance of a grant deadline. The office is open Monday to Friday and we are able to respond to messages within two weeks of a call if messages are left.

Complete the application form, giving the fullest information to present your case. Remember, whilst you are familiar with your activity and you may have applied to us before, assume you are writing to us for the first time. It is important to describe how your project works, who is involved in delivering it and who your direct beneficiaries are. You may use relevant and brief statistics to support your case, but do not attach brochures or additional papers, other than those requested on the application form.

Be clear in what you are asking us to fund, explaining the difference you intend to make and the measurable outcomes. We are not always able to fund an entire project so it is important to provide a full project budget with details of when the funds are needed, other funders involved, or if funds are not yet committed, the names of funders you are approaching.

Ensure you submit in sufficient time of your project start date since we are not able to fund activities that are already underway. We are also unable to fund activities that are the responsibility of public or statutory sources. If you are unsure, do speak to us before submitting for clarification.

Applications in Word format and sent via email to sedburytrust.org@gmail.com.  Or you can apply online via our website, www.thesedburytrust.org. 



THE SEDBURY TRUST
We look forward to receiving your application.  Thank You
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